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This is an instance highly suggestive of more than a bare possibility
of realisation of the Vedantic ideal—an instance in "which we find
conquest going on hand in hand with gentleness and self-control.
The G-Ita itself gives instances of Kings leading an active life, even
after their spiritual enlightenment. King Janaka is mentioned by
name in III. 20. He fought battles, improved commerce and industry
and is reported to have been one of the justest kings of the world,
and withal one of the greatest Indian Vedantms. E&ma, the hero of
the Eamayana, is another instance ; and, a number of other instances
might also be found showing that kingly duties were not considered-
to be in any way incompatible with spiritual culture.
Eulers ought to be philosophers, says Plato; and some of the Upa-
nishads1 show that Kshatriya Kings were the custodians of philoso-
phical knowledge and Brahmans sat at their feet to acquire learning.
There is also abundant evidence to show that, side by side with. the
high ideals which the Indian Veddnta placed before man, there existei
institutions2 in India, even in the pre-Buddhistic period, for the edu-
cation of the young—male and female —in which all the most noble
and heroic virtues were taught, both in theory and practice—insti-
tutions intended for philosophical, moral, religious and political in-
struction, for the elevation of the disciples ' in spirit and in action?—
institutions  somewhat similar to those which were founded by
Pythagoras in Orotona and, other places in the sixth century B. 0.
And, what is more important still, the teachers, who volunteered
their services in this mission, without any pecuniary gain to themselves,
were the very men whom European writers are wont to condama as
so many 'bundles of negation'—I mean, the Sages and Ascetics,
who had renounced the world and who, having nothing to desire for
themselves, were ever devoted to serve others, in order to elevate
them to their own heights.
How literally true was it that the Great Ones, instead of being the
Masters, were the servants of the people among whom their lot was
cast^
1 See Deussen's Thil. Up./ pp. 17-^2.  see Brahmavadm for 1906, pp. 377-388.
2 'eot an excellent account of these

